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The mission of the Independence Pass Foundation 



is to restore...

A bouquet of late-snowmelt wildflowers, including queen’s crown, 
Rhodiola rhodantha, mountain bluebells, Mertensia ciliata, marsh 

marigolds, Caltha leptosepala, and bog saxifrage, Micranthes 
oregana. IPF studies the flora and fauna of the Pass to monitor 
how a changing climate is affecting them; to inform restoration 

and management decisions; to counter shifting baseline 
syndrome; and to immerse ourselves in the more-than-human 

world, with the goal of being better planetary citizens.

IPF and its volunteers continue to remove 
unwieldy, hard-to-reach metal debris from 

our mountains—remnants of the 1960s 
snow fence that was never completed—in 

order to return the wilderness to its 
original, untrammeled state. We are hugely 

grateful to all the volunteers who have 
supported this work over three decades. 



and protect...

Several herds of Rocky 
Mountain bighorn sheep, 

Ovis canadensis, Colorado’s 
state animal and the largest 

wild sheep in North America, 
live on Independence Pass. 
They depend on the rugged 
terrain, wide-open spaces, 
and healthy vegetation of 
the Pass. IPF is dedicated 

to protecting the habitat of 
bighorn sheep and all native 
fauna through its watchdog 

and restoration work.

Well-built trails prevent erosion 
and encourage hikers to stay 

on the trail, preserving the 
surrounding, slow-growing alpine 

vegetation. These rock steps were 
built in partnership with Roaring 

Fork Outdoor Volunteers in August 
on the Lost Man Loop trail.



and protect... the  ecological integrity...

Home, sweet home! Yellow-bellied 
marmots, Marmota flaviventris, can 
be found throughout Independence 

Pass, often sunning themselves and 
acting as sentinels on large rocks 

that support their burrows.

The venerable limber pine, 
Pinus flexilis, found primarily 
on the east side of the Pass, 
can live for over 1,000 years; 

can tolerate nutrient-poor, 
rocky soils and dry, windy 

ridges; and is an important 
source of diversity in our 

beetle-susceptible forests.



Is this rock structure 
a hunting blind, 
a windbreak, or 

something else? Is 
it modern, or was 

its foundation built 
thousands of years ago, 
when indigenous people 
hunted bison and other 

game on the Pass?

historical integrity...

IPF is working with members of the Hunter Creek 
Historical Foundation to seek permission from 
the US Forest Service to stabilize and preserve 

this gem of a miner’s cabin, perched high in the 
alpine above Linkins Lake. IPF believes such relics 
awaken our imaginations, inspire awe, and bring to 

life the history of our region like nothing else.

English in Action students and tutors 
enjoying a summer day on the Pass 
with IPF. The day included a tour of 

the ghost town of Independence. IPF 
assists the Aspen Historical Society 

with maintenance and oversight of 
Independence. 



historical integrity...

Mother Nature’s aesthetic 
masterpieces abound on 

Independence Pass. IPF is proud 
to serve as a documentarian 

of its wild beauty.

and aesthetic integrity of...

A typical, early-season 
trash hall on the Pass. 

IPF spends many hours 
throughout the summer 
and fall picking up litter 

along the corridor, at the 
summit, at day use areas, 

at makeshift campsites, 
and year-round at the 

winter gate area. We are 
grateful to Trash Crush 

and the Adopt-a-Highway 
groups who help keep our 

landscape clean!



Board member Jim Stark 
and the IPF team work year 
in and year out to preserve 

the wood and rock walls’  
function and elegance.

The numerous wood 
and rock walls along 

the Independence 
Pass corridor, most 
built many decades 

ago, require constant 
maintenance.

the Independence  Pass corridor...



Aspen Community School 6th 
graders and their Principal, Casey 
White, planting trees on the Pass, 

a rite of passage for generations of 
Roaring Fork Valley kids.

the Independence  Pass corridor... and to encourage...

Aspen High School volunteers hoisting aluminum panels 
off the Continental Divide. We must also acknowledge the 
numerous “rebar fairies” who carried out materials of their 

own accord, on their own time. We are inspired by our 
community’s embrace of this kind of land ethic.



stewardship...

Board member Bob Wade 
planting seeds on the 

upper reaches of the Top 
Cut. IPF has been working 
to revegetate and restore 

the road cuts along 
Independence Pass for 

over 30 years.

IPF strives to reduce human 
waste and tp on the Pass 

by erecting signs like this; 
by installing and servicing 
the restroom at the upper 

Lost Man trailhead; and by 
offering free wag bags at 

popular climbing areas.



Aspen Community School 6th 
graders and their Principal, Casey 
White, planting trees on the Pass, 

a rite of passage for generations of 
Roaring Fork Valley kids.

left, below: This pile represents the low-hanging telephone wire and 
aluminum and steel debris, hazardous to wildlife and humans alike, 
carried off the Pass in 2023 by Roaring Fork Valley kids, Jaywalker 
Lodge clients, Aspen Ski Co employees, Wilderness Workshop, and 

IPF’s loyal cadre of volunteers. It takes a village, and we have the best!

safety...

right, top and bottom: These photos show the acceleration in rockfall along the slope north 
of Difficult Campground along Highway 82 since 2008, when the cachement area was clear 

of debris. The spring of 2023 saw significant rockfall and rock removal by CDOT. IPF is 
continuing its decades-long role of partnering with CDOT on engineering studies, potential 

grants, and other funding sources for remediation work on this hazardous slope.

2008

2023



and appreciation...

A classic car club enjoying a tour 
in early June over Independence 

Pass. Appreciation takes many 
forms, and we are grateful to this 

group for supporting IPF’s work 
through the years.

The Art for the Pass show at the 
Aspen Chapel Gallery this summer, 
including this piece, “Single Lane,” 

by local artist, Linda Loeschen, 
captured the beauty and grandeur 

of Independence Pass. 

Penn Street reading braille at the 
Braille/Discovery Day Use Area. Penn 

works with the Audio Information 
Network of Colorado, a nonprofit 

dedicated to providing audio access 
to print information and empowering 

services for blind and low vision 
individuals. AIN’s input has been critical 

to helping IPF better serve the over 
100,000 legally blind Coloradans by 

improving the signage at the trail and 
bringing greater awareness to the trail.



Aspen Community School 6th 
graders and their Principal, Casey 
White, planting trees on the Pass, 

a rite of passage for generations of 
Roaring Fork Valley kids.

Board member Bob Wade 
building steps to prevent 

further erosion and provide 
sustainable access to 

the popular Classy Cliffs 
climbing area.

IPF strives to reduce human 
waste and tp on the Pass 

by erecting signs like this; 
by installing & maintaining 

the restroom at the upper 
Lost Man trailhead; and by 

offering free wag bags at 
popular climbing areas.

and appreciation...

Local artist Amy Beidleman teaching a 
watercolor class on the Pass. There is 
perhaps no better way to truly see and 

appreciate a landscape than to paint it!

Birders and wildflower enthusiasts 
spending a day with Rebecca Weiss 
and Karin Teague documenting the 

presence of the rare alpine Brewer’s 
sparrow and identifying the Pass’s 

myriad alpine flowers. 

of the Pass.

photo by Rebecca Weiss



$10,000+
City of Aspen
William H. Donner Foundation
Robert Glickman Fund
Peter Looram
Pitkin County 
Mesdag Family Foundation

$5,000+
Aspen Chamber Resort Association
Catto Shaw Foundation
Janet Francis Clark Fund
Mary & James Griffith
Rodger Gurrentz & Joan Gurrentz, in 

memory of Susan & Morton Gurrentz
Margot Hampleman
Fred & Elli Iselin Foundation
Carol & Clarke Lambert
Louis & Harold Price Foundation
Harley Sefton

$2,500+
Aspen Thrift Shop
Congdon Family Fund, in honor of 

Karin Teague
Corbin Family Fund
Carol Craig
Ellen & Gary Davis Foundation
Devlin Financial
Loyal Durand
Jack & Diane Kennedy
Ernst & Wilma Martens Foundation
Micah Fund at Rose Community 

Foundation, in honor of Richard 
Goldstein
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Arthur Ferguson & Carolyn Miller
Margaret A. Frank Fund at The Chicago 
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Good Bear and Co. Charitable Fund
Patrick and Lynn Gurrentz Charitable Fund
Linda Harlan, in honor of Kristen Henry
John Hart, in honor of Bill Gruenberg
Kristen Henry
Stanley Hoffberger
Rodney & Niki Jacobs, remembering our 

friend Bob Lewis
Kovler Family Foundation
Robert Kriscunas
Elaine LeBuhn
Melony and Adam Lewis Advised Fund at 

Aspen Community Foundation
Lisa Lillie
Manaus
Oakes Family Charitable Fund
Helen J. & Allen I. Hunting Foundation
Barbara Reid & David Hyman
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Dianne Stern
Mark Tache & Christin Cooper
Donna Thompson, in memory of Ron 
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Bob & Ruth Wade
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The Wilson Sexton Foundation
Jennifer Woodward, in memory of Anne 
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Jeffrey & Elisha Zander
ZG-CHICKS Advised Fund at Aspen 

Community Foundation
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Susan & Stephen Baird
Paula & William Bernstein Family 
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Jake Brace
Sarah Broughton & John Rowland
Pamela Collins
Julie Comins & Greg Pickrell
Chris & Sarah Daniels
Susan de Saint Phalle
Muffy & Andy DiSabatino

Steven M. & Debra A. Falender Donor 
Advised Philanthropic Fund

Casady Henry, in honor of Kristen Henry
Dr. Rick & Sherry Herrington
Louise Hoversten
Michael Kendrick & Gail Mizner
Richard & Marianne Kipper
Russell Libby & Mary Schmidt Libby
Amory & Judy Hill Lovins
Russell Maguire Foundation
Adam McCurdy & Denali Barron
Pat McMahon
Marjory Musgrave
Kirk & Pat Nevins
Fonda Paterson
Buzz Patten & Judy Wender
James & Hensley Peterson
Jordan Rednor
Sean & Amy Sebastian
Dawn & Russell Smyth
Swaha Foundation, in memory of 
 Richard C. Goldstein 
 who found great joy and 
 solace anywhere on the Pass
Lucia Swanson & Ted Levine
James Trapp, in honor of Bill Gruenberg
Lynne Uhl
Peter Van Domelen
Cynthia Wayburn, in memory of Heather 

Hopton
Jay & Patty Webster, in honor of King 

Woodward
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Kathleen Albert
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William & Marjorie Bardeen
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Karen Bisset & Robert Barnes 
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McGuire Jr.
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Buettner Family Foundation for Leigh & 

Al Buettner
Katherin & David Chase
Nicholas Chimerakis
Paul D’Amato & Beth Cashdan
Eileen Fish
James Fuller & Catherine Porter
Barry Goldstein

2022 income
total income   |   $317,858

 Individuals $205,972
 Event sponsors, 
 participants 
 & businesses $47,423
 Governments $37,440
 Foundations $20,750
 Merchandise 
 & miscellaneous $6,273

 Projects $89,243
 Education 
 & outreach $77,906
 Administration $41,893
 Fundraising $23,330
 Insurance $6,914

2022 expenses
total expenses   |   $239,286

Many thanks to our generous donors  October 1, 2022 - September 30, 2023
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great artwork
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Anne Collins
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Jane & Bill Frazer
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Kurt & Heather Furger
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Linda Girvin
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Tom Griffiths, in memory of Heidi 

Hoffmann Griffiths
John Grice Jr.
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Jennifer & Grant Gustafson
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John Hart
Cynthia Hogue
Edward Holub
Katie Hyman & Nate White, in honor of 

David Hyman & Barbara Reid
Idea Inc.
Suzanne Jackson
Will Johnston, in honor of Nancy Wall
Jacqueline Kasabach
John Katzenberger & Deb Jones
Lee Kirsch
Jim Kirschvink & Martha Moran
Stanley Kritzik
Wendy Larson
Marianne & Bill Lederer
Roberta & Myrl Lemburg
Kimberly Levin
William & Carol Lightstone

Judi & Bob Loubier
Lisa Markalunas, in memory of Ramona 

Markalunas
Dr. Frank C. Marino Foundation
Amy Maron
Margaret Mason
Emily Maynard
Virginia Maynard
Elizabeth & Graeme Means
Joyce Meredith
Jim & Doyen Mitchell
Dick Moebius
Caroline & Tom Moore
Diane Moore & Joel Sax
Gayle Morgan, in honor of Bill & Joyce 

Gruenberg
Pamela & Richard Musso
James & Ann Nadon
Kirk Nevins, in honor of Patricia Nevins
George & Liz Newman
Mona Newton
Helen Palmer, in memory of Kathy Purcell
Carol Pasternak
Susan Patterson
Melinda Payson
Paula Peck
Peter & Lisa Pendergast
Katherine Peterson, in honor of James 

Peterson on Father’s Day
Michael & Mary Jo Pogliano, in memory of 

Felix & Lennie Pogliano
Lee & Cyrena Pondrom
Jacqueline Powers, in honor of 
 Karin Teague
Irma Prodinger
Ken & Emily Ransford
John Rehl
Valerie & Herschel Richter
Roaring Fork Birds
Robin Roberts & Robert Maganini
Will & Margaret Roush
Jill Sabella
Mary Salton, in memory of Heather 

Hopton
Richard Scales
Suzanne Scheer, in memory of 
 Norman J. Scheer
B. Lee Schumacher
Jim Scull
Barb Schubin 
Margaret & Mike Simmons
Sandy Simpson
Carol Sisler

Steve Skadron
Jim & Liz Stark
Karen Stevenson
Lou & Ray Stover
Patti Stranahan
Dr. & Mrs. Lubert Stryer
Edward & Kathy Hansen Sweeney
Harry Teague
Mike & Anne Tierney
Jeff Trotter
Twin Lakes General Store & Mercantile
Tyrolean Lodge
Chris Wagget
P.J. Wallace & Michael Hutton
Becky & Craig Ward
Wedum & Associates
John Werning
Everett Wiehe
Julie & Andre Wille
Marilyn Wilmerding
Cathryn Wilson-O’Donnell, in memory 

of Robert E. Wilson
Anne-Marie Wirth
Karen & Ian Wolfe
Suzanne Wolff
George Zachar & Nancy Lazar

$1-$99
Jeff Abrams
Anonymous
Lissa Ballinger
Lara Beaulieu
John Bennett
Bora Bora Honeyfund
Valerie Borthwick
Dean Bressler & Lesley McWhirter
Eliza Burlingame
Gretchen Calhoun
Steve & Terry Casey
Trish Chew, in memory of Cindy Curlee
Steve & Molly Child
Todd Christman
Dave Eisele
Sally Faison
Nancy & Cory Ferguson
Susan & William Frensley
Nancy & Wolf Gensch, in honor of 

Jaclynn Derosier
Jon Gibans
Margot Graham
Cheri Grinnell
Teresa Hall

James Harrison & Mary Jo Kimbrough
Reid Haughey
Ann Hodges
Mark Joseph
Debbie Kelly
Ann Larson
Dana DeVine Laughren
Geoffrey Lester
Denison Levy
Lisa Markalunas
Nika Meyers
Paul & Lee Michaels
Liza Mitchell & Dan Berg
Brooke Newman
Virginia & Rick Newton
Scott Ormond, in memory of John Stoker, 

Margot Herlin & Ann Hawkey
Bruce Parlette
Fred Peirce
Karen Peterson

Nancy Peterson
Jim Petrie
Lynn Phillips, in honor of Debbi 

Falender
Jourdan Powers, in honor of 

Karin Teague
Aron Ralston
Andrew Reed
Summer Richards
Mark Rodenburg
Judy Schramm
Anna Scott
Larry Slater
Ned Sullivan
Chris Tobias
Jenny Tran
Sharon Troyer
Ryan Vugteveen & Jane Lanter
Edward Wang
Rebecca & Austin Weiss

Ride for the Pass donors
Presenting Sponsor
Cooper Street Capital

Alpine Sponsor
Fidel Duke

Subalpine Sponsors
Alpine Bank 
John and Jacolyn Bucksbaum
Busy Beavers Gardening, creating 

world class gardens for world class 
properties

Lynda & Stewart Resnick
Ute Mountaineer

Montane Sponsors
Aspen Skiing Company
Chris Klug Properties
Garfield & Hecht 
KDNK Community Radio
James & Hensley Peterson
Thomas Land Management
Timberline Bank

Forest Sponsors
Anonymous
Aspen Police Department/City of Aspen
Basalt Bike & Ski
Chinook Charitable Foundation
Christie’s International Real Estate Aspen/

Snowmass

Earth-Wise Horticultural 
Frias Properties
The Gant 
David Hyman & Barbara Reid
Obermeyer Wood Investment Counsel
Reese Henry & Co.
Ryan Investments 
SGM
Valley Lumber
Becky & Craig Ward/Aspen Snowmass 

Sotheby’s Real Estate

Meadow Sponsors
Aspen Brewing Company
David J. Borchers, M.D./Achieve Health 

& Performance
Steve & Donna Chase
Boots Ferguson & Carolyn Miller
Bill & Joyce Gruenberg 
Holy Cross Energy 
Charlie Hopton 
Carol Ann Kopf
Renewal by Andersen 
Rockwood Charitable Trust
T-Lazy-7 Ranch
Lex Tarumianz of Aspen Snowmass 

Sotheby’s Real Estate
10th Mountain Division Hut 

Association

Many thanks to our generous donors  October 1, 2022 - September 30, 2023
  



YOU make our work possible.
1

online at 
independencepass.org

/donate

 

2
by check or credit 

card using the 
enclosed envelope

 

3
through gifts of stock 

or wire transfer by 
emailing director@

independencepass.org

please
donate

today


