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what a year it’s been 
for the Independence Pass Foundation and the landscape we steward!  From once-in-a-
lifetime avalanches in March to altogether-missing monsoons in August, Mother Nature 
reminded us she has things to throw our way we can’t, and won’t, anticipate.  

Fortunately, thanks to the vision of Bob Lewis and the extraordinary thirty-year 
foundation laid by Mark Fuller, Judy Olesen, Ramona Markalunas, Sloan Shoemaker, 
and other key players too numerous to name, including past and present board 
members and hundreds of longtime, loyal donors and volunteers, IPF was able to 
respond quickly and effectively. We organized and equipped volunteers to help the US 
Forest Service open campsites and trails that lay beneath centuries-old downed trees, 
and began assessing the longer-term implications for the health of Independence 
Pass’s forests. 

In many ways this year, my fifth year as director of IPF, has been the most gratifying: 
in the work we’ve been able to accomplish, much of it unanticipated; in the 
unsolicited offers of help we’ve received from local schools, other non-profits, and 
concerned citizens; and in bearing witness to deeply humbling natural events that 
changed our landscape in a matter of seconds.  

While IPF was able to play a small part in helping get the Pass’s amenities open 
for the public’s enjoyment, Mother Nature may well have more landscape-

IPF is proud to have worked 
for over two decades with the Buena Vista 

Correctional Complex’s inmate work crew.  IPF could not 
accomplish half the work it does without them.  IPF believes in 
turn that these capable men, by working on challenging service 
projects in an inspiring landscape, gain a sense of satisfaction, 

contribution, and hope for the life that awaits them.  This is a win-
win program that deserves our support and celebration.  

2019 inm
ate work

 crew

changing events in store for us.  The spruce beetle outbreak that has devastated millions of acres of 
spruce forests to the south may well be on its way here, as the beetle thrives on downed, defenseless 
trees like those now dotting our landscape as a result of this year’s avalanche cycle.

Although many (most?) things are out of our control, the good news is that for thirty years IPF has 
planted thousands of native trees of different species throughout the Independence Pass corridor, 
creating diversity of both species and age that will help make the Pass more resilient in the face of 
a spruce beetle outbreak.  And working with experts, we will continue to consider other programs to 
foster resilience and promote restoration in the face of climate change and whatever else Mother 
Nature may throw our way.

I took this job five years ago because I believed the Pass was a “geography of hope” worth caring 
for.  Today I’ve found my hope equally in the partners and volunteers I’ve been privileged to work 
alongside.  Vaclav Havel said “the deepest and most important form of hope, the only one that 
can keep us above water and urge us to good works, and the only true source of the breathtaking 
dimension of the human spirit and its efforts, is something we get, as it were, from ‘elsewhere.’”  

My “elsewhere” is the place we call Independence Pass, along with the people who put so much 
time and heart into taking care of it.  Thank you for feeding that hope with your support, and for 
trusting us to be good stewards for the next thirty years and beyond.

KARIN TEAGUE  |   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Pygmy bitterroot enjoyed a banner year in 2019
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PA RT N E R S
Aspen Center for Environmental Studies  |  Aspen Community School  |  Aspen Global Change Institute |  Aspen Middle School

Buena Vista inmate work crew |  City of Aspen  |  Colorado Department of Transportation  |  Colorado Mountain College  |  Colorado State University
Jaywalker Lodge  |  Pitkin County  |  Pitkin County Weed Advisory Board  |  Roaring Fork Outdoor Volunteers |  Two Rivers Community School  |  US Forest Service  

we are
1 staff person

1 summer intern

14 board members

and a  small army 
of volunteers 

passionate about 
restoring and protecting 

the ecological, historical, 
and aesthetic integrity of 

Independence Pass.

IPF board members and volun
teers preparing for the day
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The Top Cut circa 
1882 (Aspen Histor

ical Society)
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during our first 
twenty years 

Building the 
Top Cut rock 

wall, 1999

IPF’s primary focus 
was on stabilizing and revegetating the slopes 

above and below Highway 82 at the Weller Curve and 
along the 1.5 mile stretch of road west of the summit 

known as the “Top Cut,” as well as preventing 
degradation of the Roaring Fork River below.

The Top Cut’s greener slopes today

IPF’s primary focus 
was on stabilizing and revegetating the slopes 

above and below Highway 82 at the Weller Curve and 
along the 1.5 mile stretch of road west of the summit 

known as the “Top Cut,” as well as preventing 
degradation of the Roaring Fork River below.
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The tree planting program started 
thirty years ago by IPF along the Weller 
Curve to hold soil in place and re-green 
the road cuts has made a discernible 
difference throughout the corridor.

re-planting 
the road 

cuts 

The Weller Cu
rve, 1991

Kids (now adults) planting the Weller Curve

The Weller Curve today

our work 
today

In response to increased enjoyment 
of the Pass by a growing populace, 

shrinking US Forest Service 
budgets, and changes occurring 

on the landscape as a result of 
climate change, more recreational 

use, and natural events, IPF’s 
mission has expanded. 

March of 2019 saw avalanches 
bigger in size and number than any 

in recorded history.  On Independence 
Pass, avalanches crossed Highway 82 

on the east and west sides, and the 
Lincoln Creek corridor saw upwards of 

a dozen large avalanches. 

present

The Lincoln Creek 
corridor in June
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clearing the debris

Site 7 open for business

Clearing dispersed
 campsite 7 in Lin

coln Creek

With the help of groups like Gay 
For Good, the Jaywalker Lodge, 
and numerous citizen volunteers, 
IPF was able to help the Forest 
Service open trails, dispersed 
campsites, and campgrounds 
impacted by avalanches in time 
for the summer season.  We are 
incredibly fortunate to have the 
Forest Service, CDOT, and Glenn 
& Kim Schryver, the year-round 
caretakers at Grizzly Reservoir 
who single handedly cleared 
Lincoln Creek Road, working 
hard to keep Independence 
Pass safe and open to 
the public.

restoring 
aesthetic 
integrity

Four years of restoration 
and revegetation efforts by IPF 

have resulted in an attractive, 
understated winter closure gate area 

befitting our scenic byway.
Site 7 open for business

The winter gate ar
ea, fall 2019
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engaging students 
in service projects
We were delighted to welcome 
the Two Rivers Community 
School to our growing roster 
of Roaring Fork Valley 
schools that perform service 
projects on the Pass.  This 
year Two Rivers and the 
Aspen Community School 
carried out the remaining 
piles of rebar that eluded 
last year’s mule team.  
We are grateful for the 
strength, stamina, and 
stellar attitudes the 
kids showed on this 
challenging project!

Aspen Community Sc
hool 6th graders c

arrying rebar down
 the mountain

Two Rivers Community School 6th & 7th graders loading rebar for recycling

protecting 
the Pass’s 

ecology
IPF once again partnered with 

RFOV, the climbing community, 
and employees of the Aspen Skiing 

Company to restore the steep, 
braided, and fast-eroding access 

trail to the popular Bulldog climbing 
area.  By better defining the trail 
and using locally-sourced stone 

and wood to build steps, there will 
be less erosion, fewer social trails, 
and therefore less damage to the 

surrounding landscape.
Two Rivers Community School 6th & 7th graders loading rebar for recycling

Big rocks make great steps



making the wilderness wild again

Hoist panels via rope up and over rock cliff to summit

Step 2:

Round up panels an
d haul them to sta

ging site

Step 1:

If you’ve ever hiked south of the 
summit on Independence Pass, 
you may have wondered, “what 
ARE those huge, shiny, metal things 
scattered all over the valley below?”  
Those 12-foot-long aluminum panels 
were components of the two-mile-
long snow fence that was partially 
erected and then abandoned in the 
1960s along the Continental Divide.  
In its decades-long effort to rid the 
Collegiate Peaks Wilderness of the 
snow fence’s dangerous and unsightly 
metal debris, IPF worked this fall with 
the Buena Vista inmate work crew to 
remove the last remaining 35 panels 
from the steep terrain of west Mountain 
Boy Basin.  Wonder no more about those 
strange, shiny relics: they are gone!

future

Tomorrow’s stewards: Aspen Middle School students

Your generation must come to 
terms with the environment. 

You must face realities instead 
of taking refuge in ignorance and 
evasion of truth. Yours is a grave 

and sobering responsibility, but 
it is also a shining opportunity. 
You go out into a world where 

mankind is challenged, as it has 
never been challenged before, 

to prove its maturity and its 
mastery — not of nature, but of 

itself.... Therein lies our hope 
and our destiny.”  
— RACHEL CARSON



inpiring 
stewardship
in the next 
generation
Engaging and inspiring our kids through 
hands-on service projects is one of IPF’s 
highest priorities for promoting the long-
term stewardship of Independence Pass 
and all of our public lands.  To accomplish 
this, IPF continues to add to the number of 
schools and youth groups we work with on 
tree planting and other service projects, 
and to refine those projects by partnering 
with groups like ACES to include a richer 
educational content.

Determining an ava
lanche victim’s ag

e with ACES natura
lists

Planting saplings where trees used to be at Lincoln Gulch

understanding 
our changing 
climate

Planting saplings where trees used to be at Lincoln Gulch

IPF continues to work with 
experts in forest health and 

alpine ecology to better 
understand the changes our 

landscape is experiencing 
and will likely experience in 

the coming years as a result 
of climate change, including 
the possibilities of intensive 

beetle outbreaks, fire, and 
accompanying changes to 

local flora and fauna.

Beetle larva Searching for sign
s of spruce beetle



Native wildflowers like Alpine smelowskiacarpet the Pass’s windswept summit with color

monitoring 
and addressing 
erosion on the 

Top Cut 

This fall IPF and its consultants 
accompanied CDOT on an assessment of 
the Top Cut, in which areass of weakness 

and potential failures, including rock 
slides and tundra loss, were identified.  

While CDOT will address rockfall 
mitigation, this winter IPF will assess 

revegetation options above Highway 82 
akin to our previous, successful efforts 

below the highway. IPF will apply for state 
grants to fund those efforts. 

Metal nets installed in th
e mid-2000s to retard rock

fall are starting to lose 
ground

contributing to
scientific research

IPF will continue to (a) study the native flora of the Pass, including their species composition 
and timing of bloom, (b) monitor and eradicate noxious weeds that threaten native 

habitat, (c) partner with groups like the Pika Project, the Aspen Global 
Change Institute, and the 

Watershed Biodiversity 
Initiative to establish critical 

baseline data for ongoing 
and future scientific studies, 
and (d) involve local citizens 

in those studies whenever 
possible.  IPF believes the 

Pass’s diverse ecology and 
unparalleled access make it an 

important resource for adding to 
the body of knowledge on alpine 

ecology in a changing climate.
Partners IPF, CMC,

 and AGCI conducti
ng their annual, 

July 15 cover comp
osition study

Native wildflowers like Alpine smelowskiacarpet the Pass’s windswept summit with color



A snowmobiler riding snow-
free slopes in the non-mot

orized Lost Man drainage

promoting 
thoughtful 
use
IPF will continue to act as a 
watchdog for Independence 
Pass and all the living things 
that call the Pass home.  
Recreational users of all kinds 
can enjoy the Pass together and 
minimize  impacts by learning 
and following USFS travel 
regulations, use restrictions, 
permit requirements, and leave 
no trace principles.

 2018 Income
 Individuals $118,564 49% 
 Events $42,826 18%  
 Governments $38,000 16%
 Foundations $35,710 15%  
 Businesses + Sales $5,111 2%
 Total income $240,211

 

2018 Expenses
 Salaries $87,275 49% 
 Education + Outreach $36,692 21% 
 Administration $32,334 18% 
 Projects $13,264 7%
 Fundraising $8,140 5% 
 Total expenses $177,705income

49%

18%

16%

15%

2%

expenses

49%
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18%
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October 1, 2018 - October 1, 2019      

$10,000+
Anonymous Fund at Aspen 

Community Foundation
City of Aspen  
Glickman Family Fund
Pitkin County

$5,000+
Aspen Thrift Shop
The Joe W. & Dorothy Dorsett Brown 

Foundation
Catto Shaw Foundation
Loyal & Bernice Durand
Gessner Family Foundation
Mary & James Griffith
Fred & Elli Iselin Foundation
J.M. Kaplan Fund
Peter Looram
The Louis & Harold Price Foundation
RCG Fund

$2,500+
Tom Barron
Corbin Family Fund
Jack & Dianne Kennedy
T.R.Q. Family Foundation
Buzz & Alison Zaino

$1,000+
Alpenglow Foundation & the John 

Hobby Catto Family
Amy Margerum Berg
Bernard Family Fund
Jacolyn & John Bucksbaum

thanks to our generous Independence Pass Foundation donors 
Bob Camp
Chelsea Congdon & James Brundige
Carol Craig
Environment Foundation
Margaret A. Frank Fund
Michael Fuller Architects
Joan & Rodger Gurrentz
Margot Hampleman
The William H. and Mattie Wattis 

Harris Foundation
Kristen Henry
Henry & Angela Hite
David Hyman & Barbara Reid
Kovler Family Foundation
Robert & Suzanne Kriscunas
Melony & Adam Lewis Advised Fund 

at Aspen Community Foundation
Ernst & Wilma Martens Foundation
Olitsky Family Foundation
Fonda Paterson, in memory of Charles 

Paterson
Anne Rickenbaugh
The Rockwood Trust
Jill Soffer, in memory of Anita Witt
Dianne & David Stern Foundation
Ron & Donna Thompson, in memory 

of Bob Lewis
Ute Mountaineer
Jennifer Woodward, in memory of 

Annie Woodward
Jeffrey & Elisha Zander

$500+
Andrew Allan
Anonymous
Peter Anzalone & Angela Torres
Aspen Business Center Foundation

Stephen & Susan Baird Foundation
Paula & William Bernstein Family 

Foundation
Karen Bisset & Robert Barnes
Buettner Family Foundation
DiSabatino Family Foundation
Steven M. & Debra A. Falender Donor 

Advised Philanthropic Fund
Boots Ferguson
Susan R. Gessner, in memory of 

Richard W. Gessner 6/30/1928-
7/18/2018

Stanley Hoffberger
Andrew & Deborah Katz
Richard & Marianne Kipper
Gail Mizner & Michael Kendrick
Oakes Family Charitable Fund, in 

memory of John M. Oakes
Ruth Owens
Frank Peters & Marjory Musgrave
James & Hensley Peterson
Sean Sebastian
Bill Stirling
Bob & Ruth Wade
Cynthia Wayburn, in memory of 

Heather Hopton
Jay & Patti Webster, in honor of King 

Woodward
Frank & Tamara Woods

$250+
Jim Anathan
Anonymous
Suzanne Atkinson, in memory of 

Diana Beuttas
Rebecca Ayres
Bruce Berger
Kay Bucksbaum

Pamela & Kevin Collins
Mac Cunningham
Paul D’Amato & Beth Cashdan
Barry & Thory Goldstein
Casady Henry, in honor of Kristen 

Henry
Casady Henry, in memory of Chris 

Faison
Kristen Henry, in honor of Mark Fuller
Gail & Phil Holstein
Stephen & CP Kanipe
Larry & Tracie Kugler
Tracy and Glen Larner
Elaine & Rob LeBuhn, in honor of King 

Woodward
William Lee
Russell & Mary Schmidt Libby
Fred & Susan Lodge
Judi & Bob Loubier
Dan & Tita McCarty Advised Fund at 

Aspen Community Foundation
Richard & Constance Hoguet Neel
Kirk Nevins
Avi Peterson, in honor of James 

Peterson’s birthday
Brooke A. Peterson Advised Fund at 

Aspen Community Foundation
Catherine Porter & James Fuller
Sally Saunders
Thomas Smith, in memory of Diana 

Beuttas
Andy Wiessner, in memory of Patsy 

Batchelder
Wright Water Engineers
Cecelia Zumwinkle

$100+
Brian Allison
Aspen Elks
Ed Barber
William & Marjorie Bardeen
Barbara Bass
Michael Behrendt
Bellock Morrison Philanthropic 

Foundation
Jeremy Bernstein & Elyse Elliott
Diane Beuttas
Blank Charitable Foundation
Valerie Borthwick
Sheilah Bryan
Robert Cardwell
Ruth Carver
Father Ronald Cattany
Donald & Johanna Chookaszian
Janet & Ned Cochran
Janet & Ned Cochran, in memory of 

Perry Pollok
Janice Collins
Julie Comins & Greg Pickrell
Curtis Conner, in memory of Ramona 

Markalunas
David Corbin
Gay & Shannon Cox
Paul D’Amato & Beth Cashdan, in 

memory of Diana Beuttas
Helen Buchanan Davis
Peter Davis
Stoney Davis & Lynn Russell
Jacolyn Derosier
Mary Dominick & Sven Coomer
Shelley Emerick
Cinda & Donnelley Erdman
Mary Lou Farrell
Suzanne Farver

George & Susan Fesus
Nona & Aleksander Feuer
Forrest Painting
Ginna & Timothy Francis
Jane & Bill Frazer
Lillian Fuller, in honor of Mark Fuller
Mark Fuller & Penny Atzet
Susan Gessner
Randy Gold & Dawn Shepard
John & M.J. Gray
Sam Gregorio
Martin Hasher
Reid Haughey & Mary Fox
Nancy Hawkes, in memory of Diana 

Beuttas
Casady Henry, in honor of King 

Woodward
Scott Hicks
Phil Hodgson
Heidi Hoffmann
Richard Horvitz & Erica Hartman-

Horvitz Foundation
Louise Hoversten
Bruce Jeffreys
Denise Jurgens
Mitchell Kantor
John Katzenberger & Deb Jones
Robert Kershaw, in honor of David 

Shafto
Mary Jo Kimbrough & Jim Harrison
Claudia Kirby
Jeffrey Kobacher
Stanley Kritzik
Robby Laitos
Robert & Elaine LeBuhn
Myrl & Roberta Lemburg
Tom Levitt
Francine & Tag Liebel
William Lightstone

Dr. Frank C. Marino Foundation
Jim Markalunas, in memory of 

Ramona Markalunas
Dee Matthews, in memory of Diana 

Beuttas
Timothy McGuire & Donna Blackmon
Kevin Michelson
Dick Moebius
Jane Moy, in memory of Paul Ruid
Tom & Carolyn Moore
William & Judy Murray
James & Ann Nadon
Brooke Newman
Kerry & Ricki Newman
Buzz Patten
Susie & Danny Patterson
Melinda & Norman Payson
Avilla Peterson, in honor of James 

Peterson on Father’s Day
James & Hensley Peterson, in 

memory of Diana Beuttas
Gina Pogliano
Cyrena & Lee Pondrom
Jackie Powers, in honor of Karin 

Teague
Irma Prodinger
John Putnam
Ken & Emily Ransford
Valerie & Herschel Richter Donor 

Advised Fund
Mary Ellen Rogers
Will & Margaret Roush
Mary Salton, in memory of Heather 

Hopton
Thomas Sando
Suzanne Scheer
B. Lee Schumacher
James Scull
Charles & Joyce Shenk

Neil Siegel, in memory of Diana 
Beuttas

Carol & Daniel Sisler
Lawrence Slater
Lauren & Marc Solomon
Jim & Liz Stark
Steve & Sandy Stay
Lou & Raymond Stover
Stryer Family Fund
Edward & Kathy Hansen Sweeney
Trapp Family Fund, in honor of Bill 

Gruenberg
Tyrolean Lodge
Vanorden Family
Edward Wang & Sherry Helmke, in 

memory of Diana Hawkes Smith 
Beuttas

Everett Wiehe
Marilyn Wilmerding
Mary & Hugh Wise
Edith Wombwell
Words Pictures Colours
Donald Brig Young, in honor of King 

Woodward
George Zachar & Nancy Lazar
Robert Zupancis

$1-$99
Banglz of Avon
Dean Bressler
Robert & Linda Brining
Connie & Geoffrey Burg, in honor of 

the Markalunas Family
Katey Buster, in honor of Mark Fuller
Judy Byrns
BA Campbell
Helen Carlsen, in honor of Bob Wade
Bobbi Carson

thanks to our generous Independence Pass Foundation donors 
Patricia Chew, in memory of Cindy 

Curlee
Steve & Molly Child
Conroy Services
Ellyn Craven
Roger Davis & Nancy Thomas
Lizbeth & John DiPrato
Josephine Dolinsek
Chuck & Doris Downey
Douglas Dyakon
Irvin Ebaugh
Mary Lou Farrell
Nancy Ferguson
Floreat Foundation
Susan & William Frensley
Brent Gardner-Smith, in honor of 

Bob Lewis
Wolf & Nancy Gensch
Jon Gibans
Carol Grace
Margot Graham
Tom Griffiths
Helene Gude
Allyn Harvey
Tim Heffron
Richard & Sheryl Herrington
Ann Hodges
James Hosch
Michael Hutton & PJ Wallace
Suzanne Jackson
Sandy & Peter Johnson
Jacquelyn Kasabach
John Keleher
James Kirschvink & Martha Moran
Cathleen Krahe
Wendy Larson
Robert Leatherman & Kathryn Pitner
Kimberly Levin
Denison Levy

Marianne Martin
Paul & Lee Michaels
Hans Middelberg
Pamela & Richard Musso
Virginia Newton
Bob Olenick
Bruce Parlette
Carol Pasternak
Barb Pitchford, in memory of 
 Diana Beuttas
Michael Pogliano, in memory of 
 Felix & Lennie Pogliano, Jr. 
 and in honor of Kristen Henry
JJ Rancourt, in memory of 
 Diana Beuttas
Jill Sabella
Howard & Leslie Schirmer
Judy Schramm
Sam Shamie
Richard & Carolyn Shohet
Sandy Simpson
Steve Skadron
Lawrence Slater
Ned Sullivan
Taylor Foundation
Nancy Tipton, in memory of 
 Jack Tipton
Ryan Vugteveen
Tom & Donna Ward
Nina Coulter Ware
Joan Weber
Mary Weinkle
Suzanne Wolff
Bob & Lucy Yang

Ride for the Pass Sponsors

Jeff Kenner
Obermeyer Wood Investment Counsel
James & Hensley Peterson
Reese Henry & Company
Rockwood Trust, Bruce Lee
Ryan Investments
SGM
Timberline Bank
Craig Ward & Aspen Snowmass 

Sotheby’s Int’l Realty

$250
Alpine Valley Services
Aspen Sports
Best Sign Systems
David Borchers, MD
Steve & Donna Chase
Cunningham Mortgage
Paul D’Amato & Beth Cashdan
Debbi & Steve Falender
Boots Ferguson
GZO Roofing
Bill & Joyce Gruenberg
H3 Architects
Harry Teague Architects
High Mountain Taxi
Holy Cross Energy
Rodney & Niki Jacobs
Kazakh Adventures
Carol Ann Kopf
Oates Knezevich Gardenswartz 
 Kelly & Morrow, PC
Pagni Lawn
Renewal by Andersen
Ski.com
T-Lazy-7 Ranch

$5,000
St. Regis Aspen

$2,500
Alpine Bank
Fidel Duke
Resnick Family Foundation
Ute Mountaineer

$1,000
Barbara Allen
Aspen Public Radio
Aspen Times
Bandit Wines
Blazing Adventures
John & Jacolyn Bucksbaum
Forrest Painting
Hansen Construction
KDNK Community Radio

$500
Anonymous
Aspen Brewing Company
Aspen Daily News
Aspen Tree Service
Balcomb & Green
Basalt Bike & Ski
Bob Camp
Chinook Charitable Foundation
Chris Klug Properties
Christie’s Int’l Realty/Aspen-

Snowmass
Earth-Wise Horticultural
Frias Properties
The Gant
David Hyman & Barbara Reid

2019’s late, lingering snow
pack made for an emerald-gr

een summer on the Pass

This report made possible by a generous grant from



If you love the Pass, 
please consider 
supporting our work, by

1 sending a check or using 
 your credit card via the 
 enclosed envelope 

2  going online to 
 independencepass.org/donate 

3 donating stock, 401k, 
 or other gifts 
 (email director@    
 independencepass.org)

30 years of stewardship
independencepass.org




