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The mission of the Independence Pass Foundation is to restore and protect
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The section of Independence Pass known as the Top Cut - the mile-
long stretch on the Aspen side just below the summit - has given us
many “rock stars.”

We're talking about the people whose efforts at stabilization and
planting over the last two decades have radically improved the safety
and esthetics of the Pass. The next time you approach the summit from
the west, take a look across the long valley that contains the headwa-

Mark Fuller, director of the Independence Pass Foundation from 1996
to 2015, was responsible for many of the enhancements that have turned
a white-knuckle drive into, if not exactly a walk in the park, a trip to be
remembered in the best sense of the word. Mark followed in the inspired
footsteps of naturalist Bob Lewis, who founded IPF in 1989 with the self-as-
signed mission of restoring the environmental damage done by the road
cutting in the 1920s. Both of these heroes obtained funds from the Colorado

Heidi Hoffmann
Gail Holstein
David Hyman

Emily Jack-Scott

James Peterson

Jim Stark ters of the Roaring Fork River, and eyeball some of the most spectacular  Department of Transportation, as well as expertise from Jon White of the
Bob Wade roadwork in North America. Colorado Geological Survey.

King Woodward When prospectors made their way over the section of tundra pre- But, as there has rarely been enough government money to see a grand
viously known as Hunters Pass on Independence Day, 1879, they set the  project through, both Bob and Mark turned to private donors and countless
course for a narrow, forbidding road. The journey from Leadville was  volunteers to fulfill their vision of refurbishing one of Colorado’s most beau-

STAFF j_,-’ PRINTED ON FSC CERTIFIED, POST CONSUMER WASTE RECYCLED PAPER MADE IN THE U.S.A. fraught with danger, literally breathtaking. One misstep could end in tiful high-mountain passes. Aspen Earthmoving, Pitkin County, and the US
. ( death at the bottom of a ravine. Forest Service all donated time and material.
Karin Teague Some improvements had been made to the road over the years since The Top Cut includes Twin Gullies, the Middle Cut, and the section

Executive Director

director@independencepass.org
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This newsletter is made possible by a generous grant from the Thrift Shop of Aspen—

please consider donating to, shopping at and supporting this wonderful community institution!

then, but it took the efforts of a few dogged modern-day visionaries to
produce the wonder of engineering that we enjoy today.
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known as the Big Cut. Work began in 1998. Over the next few years, climb-
ers suspended on ropes pried rocks off the steep faces. Boulders were then

continued inside >
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